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The Board of Trustees and staff continue to work on numerous projects, including plans for the 
upcoming budget, the LIRR Third Track and its impact on Garden City, the water tank replacement 
project, personnel matters, zoning matters, the concept plan for the former St. Paul’s School building 
and other matters. We encourage you to attend Village Board of Trustees meetings and meetings of your 
Property Owners’ Associations. 
 
NYU WINTHROP AMBULANCE SERVICE COMMENCED JANUARY 7 
 
Ambulance service for Village residents through NYU Winthrop commenced January 7, 2019 in the 
Village. Ambulances are stationed at the St. Paul’s campus. The Village Police Department has radio 
connectivity with the ambulances and residents requiring service can call 911 or the Village Police 
Department. Additional upgrades are being installed, according to Police Commissioner Kenneth 
Jackson. In September, Trustees unanimously adopted a two-year agreement with NYU Winthrop to 
provide ambulance service within the Village 24 hours a day/seven days a week. The contract provides 
at least two ambulances, each of which will have one EMT and one paramedic aboard. Under the 
agreement, NYU Winthrop charges the resident’s private insurance carrier, and does not charge 
residents for any shortfall. 
 
LIBRARY SECURITY UPGRADES 
 
As part of the Village’s pro-active plan for security at the Library, the Village has installed security 
cameras and is installing a panic button system as well. Convex mirrors are also being installed to assist 
Library staff with viewing certain areas. The Police Department has also increased patrols and visits to 
the Library. There are changes to the alarm system too. The Village and the Library are also making 
changes to carbon monoxide and natural gas monitoring systems. As is the case for all Village facilities 
such as Village Hall, the Pool, the senior center and St. Paul’s Field House where the public or our 
employees are present, we must consider and analyze the needs of each facility, including possible risks 
and possible security measures to address the risk. 
 
According to Police, a total of 37 new cameras (25 interior and 12 exterior) have been installed. In 
addition, a license plate reader will be placed in the parking lot entrance. The new cameras will have 
video analytic software added to the system. At the main entrance, magnetic locks will soon be added to 
the front door. Therefore, if there is an issue on the outside, for example, at the train station, the main 
entrance can be locked electronically by staff. New access control doors (12) will be added at various 
points in the Library that can be accessed and secured by staff. 
 
ST. PAUL’S UPDATE AND WORK SESSION 
 
The four service agreements the Board of Trustees originally entered into with Beyer Blinder Belle 
Architects & Planners LLP, Thornton Tomasetti, Eight, Inc. and Sports Facilities Advisory are all 



available for review on the Village website, www.gardencityny.net, under the St. Paul’s tab on the left 
side menu. 
 
In September 2018, the Village Board retained three separate engineering, architectural and structural 
firms to assist it with the initial conceptual plan. Beyer, Blinder, Belle, known for its expertise in 
restoring, revitalizing and reusing historic buildings and sites, as well as structural engineering 
consulting firm Thornton Tomasetti which is providing the preliminary drawings, proof of concept, 
construction plan outlines and related materials and strategic design firm, Eight. Inc. The Board retained 
the fourth firm, Sports Facilities Advisory, in October 2018. SFA is assisting the Village with gathering 
public input, preparing use and programming information and financial projections, potential retention 
of architects and structural engineers and construction management professionals as well as other 
matters related to continued development of the previously announced related St. Paul's concept plan. 
 
The Board recently approved additional services from Beyer Blinder Belle and Thornton Tomasetti as it 
starts the next phase of analyzing and further developing and modifying the concept plan laid out to the 
public last summer. It is working on final new agreements for the next stage and hopes to have them 
completed in the next week and will place them on the website. Additionally, the Village is working 
with Beyer Blinder Belle and Thornton Tomasetti to hire an owner’s representative construction 
manager who will help the Village analyze proposed costs and plans and develop the next phase of 
work. The Board intends to hold a work session on Tuesday, January 22, 2019 at the Senior Center at 
7:30 p.m. to meet with the proposed construction managers. The session is a work session for the Board 
to interview and hear from the candidates. Public questions are not expected to be allowed. 
 
TENNIS HEATING SYSTEM INSTALLATION 
 
Due to the installation of a new heating unit, the Community Park Tennis Center courts are closed 
through Friday, January 11, 2019. The Tennis Center is tentatively set to re-open on Saturday, January 
12, 2019. If there are any delays due to construction, proper notifications will be made. All programs 
during this time, including contract tennis time, are canceled and will be made up later in the season. In 
addition, youth tennis lessons have been rescheduled to begin the week of Jan. 14. There will still be 10 
classes in the session. The Village, through the Board of Cultural and Recreation Affairs and the Board 
of Trustees, approved the new system to improve the interior atmosphere during winter play. 
Additionally, the new system is expected to save the Village approximately $18,000 annually in utilities. 
 
GARDEN CITY STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS TO DATE 
 
Nearly a year ago, following a February 2018 public work session held to discuss improvements to 
Garden City’s streetscape, the Village inventoried bus shelters, kiosks and street furniture, cleaned a 
catch basin to correct a flooding issue behind Revel, documented the locations of sidewalk pavers in 
need of replacement and more. Recreation and Parks Department officials walked the business districts 
several times to inspect trees and tree grates while Sanitation Department personnel inventoried all 
garbage pails within the downtown area and along New Hyde Park Road. Officials also met with a 
company to discuss solar compacting units as an alternative. 
 
The Village purchased nine solar powered waste and recycling compactor systems and 20 new larger 
capacity trash receptacles, 11 of which were placed inside Parking Field 7S while an additional three or 



four were added to Seventh Street to supplement the newly purchased solar pails. BigBelly, the 
company that manufactures “smart” garbage receptacles that work off of solar power, installed the solar 
compacting units in late September 2018. These pails are strategically placed throughout the Village too, 
including the St. Paul’s playground, along the north and south sides of Seventh Street near food 
establishments like Dunkin’ Donuts, Walk Street, Go Greek and The French Bakery, behind CVS, 
another behind Grimaldi’s and another one on the west side of New Hyde Park Road. One was also 
placed in front of Panera Bread. 
 
In October 2018, Department of Public Works personnel removed Village kiosks from the streets 
because they were unsightly and in a total state of disrepair. The only kiosk that remains is the kiosk at 
the Library. There currently isn’t any plan to replace them. The Village is assessing whether the public 
derives any benefit from these kiosks. Also during October, crews from the Department of Public 
Works-Street Department, along with assistance from the Recreation and Parks Department, began 
replacing benches in the downtown areas. The Village purchased 45 new benches. All existing wooden 
benches located on New Hyde Park Road and Seventh Street were replaced with new “recycled plastic” 
benches. These high-grade benches are impervious to the elements and require very little maintenance. 
These new benches, along with new LED street lighting expected to be delivered within the next month, 
has begun to upgrade the streetscape with more projects scheduled in the coming months. 
 
The Board of Trustees anticipates discussing at its next meeting to be held on Thursday, January 17, 
2019 a pilot program for modifying the parking lot in Parking Field 7N (north side of Seventh Street) 
which may include segregating a section for paid, permitted residential parking. 
 
SOLICITATIONS 
 
Citizens Campaign for the Environment is conducting a House-to-House Fund Drive now through 
January 18, 2019 Monday-Friday from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Invited call backs only between the hours of 
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
SIGN UP FOR VILLAGE EMAIL ALERTS 
 
Stay connected! Sign up for Village email alerts through an online portal on Garden City’s homepage. 
The link is located on the bottom right side of the website, www.gardencityny.net. Provide your name 
and a valid email address to immediately begin receiving non-emergency updates, including local 
meetings and events, Village Hall holiday hours, even approved solicitations and road closures. Garden 
City’s website, www.gardencityny.net, is a great online source of information for residents. 


