
	

August 14, 2019 
 
THE MAYOR’S UPDATE 
Mayor@gardencityny.net 
The Board of Trustees and staff continue to work on numerous projects, including Nassau Boulevard 
railroad station rehabilitation work, upgrades to the Garden City Pool, rehabilitation of the St. Paul’s 
comfort station, Village water well treatments, the stabilization plan for the former St. Paul’s School 
building and other matters. I encourage you to attend Village Board of Trustees meetings; the schedule 
can be found on the Village’s website, www.gardencityny.net. 
  
SPEED AWARENESS WEEK ENFORCEMENT MOBILIZATION 
 
Between August 1- 7, the Garden City Police Department participated in the Statewide Speed 
Awareness Week Enforcement Mobilization. During the initiative, Officers issued 209 traffic citations 
including 77 for excessive speed, seven for driving with a suspended license, nine for cell 
phone/electronic device violations, as well as 116 other moving violations. The Governor’s Traffic 
Safety Committee states: speed continues to be a predominant factor in traffic crashes in New York 
State. In 2016, nearly one-third (31 percent) of all traffic fatalities in New York were caused by 
speeding; 314 people lost their lives in these preventable collisions. August was the deadliest month for 
speed-related crashes in New York with 39 people killed. The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) says three out of every 10 drivers are self-professed “speeders.” 
 
3RD TRACK UPDATE: HEMPSTEAD BRANCH SERVICE SUSPENDED THIS WEEKEND 
 
The LIRR Expansion Project will perform its third bridge installation project of the summer on the 
weekend of August 17-18, 2019, as crews install a new bridge over South Tyson Avenue in the Village 
of Floral Park. The new bridge will address a bottleneck at this section of the LIRR’s Main Line – 
where four tracks merge into two – and accommodate a future third track to increase capacity and 
improve service reliability. 
  
As a result, Hempstead Branch service will be suspended east of Floral Park (as well as at Bellerose 
Station) from approximately 12 AM Saturday to 12:30 AM on Monday as work is performed. During 
this time, Hempstead Branch trains will continue to operate out of Atlantic Terminal, but will originate 
and terminate at Mineola Station (instead of Hempstead). 
  
There will be no train service at Bellerose, Stewart Manor, Nassau Boulevard, Garden City, Country 
Life Press and Hempstead. 
As an alternative, customers can use nearby stations and NICE Bus will cross-honor LIRR tickets for 
travel between Hempstead and Mineola (N40/N41 bus routes). Visit www.nicebus.com for bus 
schedules. For project details, visit amodernli.com. 
  
Summary of Weekend Service Changes 
Hourly service intervals between Atlantic Terminal and Mineola Station (instead of Hempstead).  
  
Branch stations with regular weekend service (operating on adjusted schedules): Hollis, Queens 
Village, Floral Park 



	

  
Stations with no service: Bellerose, Stewart Manor, Nassau Boulevard, Garden City, Country Life 
Press, Hempstead. (Note: the LIRR is able to provide service from Floral Park but not Bellerose as 
Floral Park has a double platform and three tracks.) 
 
Alternate Stations & Parking Options 
Consider traveling from other nearby stations such as New Hyde Park, Merillon Avenue and Mineola, 
or directly from Floral Park or Queens Village. 

• Bellerose: Queens Village (west), Floral Park (east)  
• Stewart Manor: New Hyde Park 
• Nassau Boulevard: Merillon Avenue 
• Garden City, Country Life Press, Hempstead: Mineola 

CLINCH AVENUE CLOSURE 

The prohibition of left turns to and from Clinch Avenue is scheduled to take place with the realignment 
of Clinch Avenue. That project is expected to begin in mid-September. More details will follow in the 
coming weeks. 

GRANT MONEY AVAILABLE 
 
The Village has received information from Nassau County Legislator Laura Schaefer’s office with 
regard to a $75,000 grant that would help further offset the cost of the recent portable radio upgrade 
purchase. 
  
The Fire Department radio console upgrade project at Fire Headquarters was completed in late 2018 
as well as the Point-to-Point communications between the Fire Department and Nassau County 
FireComm dispatch center and our radio repeater at Fire Headquarters. 
  
This work upgraded our 25+ year old radio console and communications infrastructure to the latest 
technology and has eliminated the need for the soon-to-be decommissioned leased copper phone lines. 
These leased phone lines have been determined by Verizon as obsolete and will be decommissioned. 
 
A $185,112.00 DASNY grant was initiated by former Senator Kemp Hannon back in 2016. Through a 
lengthy application process, the grant was received in April 2019. This grant covered the cost of the 
project. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT STAFFING LEVELS 
 
The Police Department is seeking authorization to increase its staffing levels for sworn members from 
52 to 53, temporarily due to the imminent retirement of Inspector Michael Doyle in September and in 
order to maintain a 52-officer contingent.  In the event an academy candidate becomes available to the 
Village, Police Commissioner Kenneth Jackson would like to have that recruit available for the 
September/October 2019 Nassau County Police Academy class; the next class would not be expected 
until the earliest, Spring 2020. 



	

FRIDAY NIGHT PROMENADES 
 
Enjoy hospitality Garden City style every week this summer as the Village of Garden City and the 
Garden City Chamber of Commerce once again present “Friday Night Promenades” on Seventh Street. 
Festivities kick off at 6 p.m. Seventh Street is closed to all vehicular traffic and parking beginning at 
5:45 p.m. Enjoy musical entertainment and plenty of activities for the kids, including balloon art and 
face painting. Tables and chairs will be set up in the street for additional seating and outdoor dining 
along Seventh Street.� 
Promenade dates (and themes) are as follows: 
▪ August 16: Mardi Gras 
▪ August 23: Frank Sinatra 
▪ August 30: Peace Love & Music 
▪ September 6: St. Patrick’s Day 
▪ September 13: The Big Pineapple Circus 


