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The Board of Trustees and staff continue to work on numerous projects, including the LIRR 
Third Track and its impact on Garden City, the water tank replacement project, water quality 
issues,  personnel  matters,  zoning matters,  the  concept  plan for  the  former  St.  Paul’s  School 
building and the proposed budget and other matters. We encourage you to attend Village Board 
of  Trustees  meetings  and  meetings  of  your  Property  Owners’ Associations.  Meetings  of  the 
Property  Owners’ Associations  are  held  almost  every  month  –  please  check their  respective 
websites.

SPEED CAMERA LEGISLATION

The Village, through its elected Board of Trustees, has unanimously voted on several occasions 
to seek authority of the New York  State Legislature to allow home rule legislation to allow 
the implementation of speed cameras on streets within the Village. Officials have been seeking 
such  legislation  for  over  three  years  and  have   communicated  this  desire  to  the  offices  of 
Assemblyman Edward Ra and former Senator Kemp Hannon and newly elected Senator Kevin 
Thomas.

Speeding continues to be a serious problem in Garden City. Implementation of the technology is 
considered an adjunct to actual police enforcement. The Village Board has stated on numerous 
occasions that the use of technology is for deterrence, not revenue generation as a successful 
program results in less tickets and therefore less revenue. It will also allow for more flexibility in 
the assignment of officers to neighborhood patrol.

The New York State Legislature just this past week approved a new speed cameras program for 
New York City, a program which vastly expands the prior New York City program. According 
to news reports, the Assembly Speaker has stated  that the Legislature would consider further 
expansion for other localities in the State of New York. The Governor has stated he will sign the 
legislation. According to many cited studies by New York City, the speed cameras significantly 
reduce speeding and associated accidents, injuries and deaths.

Village  officials  are  well  aware  of  the  botched Nassau  County  program that  was  attempted 
several years ago and believe poor execution by Nassau County should not be a factor in the 
decision-making process for its home rule request. In the Village’s request to its State legislators, 
it was stated: “As a small Village, we are more competent and able to implement a program for a 
limited number of cameras in our Village. We have  previously provided you with a draft bill for 
our proposed program.”

As  drafted,  Garden  City’s  program would  allow for  up  to  five  cameras  and  require  public 
announcement in advance, signage and periodic updates as to the placement of such cameras. No 
ticket  would  be  issued  until  the  speed  exceeds  10  miles  above  the  posted  law.  The  Board 
expressed  to  State  Legislators  that  it  is  open  to  suggestions  for  further  revisions,  such  as 
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implementing a trial period of three months where only warnings would be issued.

The Village further stated in its request:  “We do not believe that residents in the  Village of 
Garden  City  are  less  deserving  of  safety-related  programs   such  as  speed  cameras  than  the 
residents of New York City. We again request that we be allowed home rule legislation and that 
your office act upon our request.”

A  form  letter  is  available  on  the  Village  website,  www.gardencityny.net,  for  download. 
Residents can sign their name and email the letters directly to Assemblyman Ra’s and Senator 
Thomas’ offices: rae@nyassembly.gov and thomas@nysenate.gov.

LIRR THIRD TRACK UPDATE

Construction work in the Garden City-Garden City Park area starts  this  month.  While some 
utility relocation has been taking place at New Hyde Park Road and elsewhere, and railroad tie 
replacement has been ongoing, the first major work will happen at the Merillon station.  

During  construction,  the  Merillon  station  will  remain  open  and  the  train  schedule  will  not 
change, except for brief periods required by the construction process. The north LIRR station 
parking lot will remain open during construction and permit parking spaces along Main Avenue 
will remain available.  

Half of Merillon station’s platforms closed Monday, March 18. The western half of both the 
north and south side platforms are closed. The only access point that will be closed will be Main 
Avenue at Roxbury Road. During platform reconstruction, customers must board and exit trains 
from the first six cars only.

Nassau Boulevard will also remain open during reconstruction. Other than short-term closures, 
the Nassau Blvd. bridge will remain open while it is reconstructed. Bridge work is scheduled to 
begin in May 2019 and conclude in October 2019.    

Here is a general timeline of upcoming Merillon station work: 

• Winter-Spring 2019: Rail tie replacement
• March-April 2019: Utilities relocated throughout project zone
• March 18, 2019: Western half of north and south platforms closed 
• April-May 2019: Half of north and south platforms demolished 
• May-September 2019: Relocation and reconstruction of western end of platforms
• October 2019: Eastern half of north and south platforms closed
• June 2020: Completion and full re-opening of station

The last major improvements to the station took place 60 years ago - essentially a new station in 
a “traditional” aesthetic,  with enhanced waiting areas,  elevators on both the north and south 
sides,  and  considerable  landscaping,  is  being  built.  Station  platforms  will  be  lengthened  to 
accommodate 12 cars instead of the current 10 cars.

For questions and comments, contact 203-4955 or CommunityOutreach@LIRRExpansion.com. 
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Additional information is available at www.lirrexpansion.com.

VILLAGE ELECTION RESULTS

Here are the official results of the March 19th Village Election:

• Mayor (2 Years) Theresa A. Trouvé 231 votes

• Trustee (2 Years) Brian C. Daughney 113 votes

• Trustee (2 Years) Mark A. Hyer  194 votes

• Trustee (2 Years) Stephen S. Makrinos 182 votes

• Trustee (1 Year) Louis M. Minuto 150 votes

NEW SCOREBOARD FOR FIELD 2

The scoreboard at Community Park’s Field 2 is being replaced. The purchase was not included in 
the Field 2 project specifications. “We wanted to get through the project and make sure we didn’t 
need the contingency we set aside,” Kevin Ocker, chairman of the Board of Commissioners of 
Cultural  and Recreational  Affairs,  said.  Funding is  available in the contingency line for The 
LandTek Group, Inc. to install the remote controlled scoreboard.

Back in January, Trustees accepted a conditional gift from NYU Winthrop of $140,000 to be 
donated in three installments ($100,000 now and $20,000 in each of the next two years) to be 
used  to  purchase,  install  and  maintain  electronic  scoreboards  in  the  outfield  of  Field  #3  at 
Community Park. Installed back to back, one will face the multi-sport field and the other will 
face Field #3.

CSEA SETTLEMENT

The Village has settled a contract  with Garden City’s largest  union workforce  -  the CSEA. 
Negotiations settled six past years and two future years. “I personally think we got a great deal. It 
was hard fought. Did we get everything? No, of course not. But that’s a settlement,” Mayor Brian 
Daughney said. “We will keep pushing and trying to improve what we get. That’s our goal. But 
we know people deserve to get paid as well. That’s the way we operate and we will continue to 
operate that way.”

POOL CONCESSION AGREEMENT EXTENSION

Trustees extended a license agreement with D&J Refreshments for concession services at the 
Pool and other parks areas in the Village. In return, D&J Refreshments will invest $30,000 in 
needed improvements, such as the countertops and the supports underneath them, which need to 
be replaced at the Pool. Proper storage space at the trailer concession at the roller rink is also 
needed. D&J Refreshments will purchase a storage shed, as well as a self-contained concession 
trailer for the St. Paul’s Recreation Complex.
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“The better facilities we have the better experience the public has,” Kevin Ocker, chairman of the 
Board of Commissioners of Cultural and Recreational Affairs, said. “As food concessionaires go 
he is  really one of  the best  on Long Island.  We are fortunate to have him.” Trustee Robert 
Bolebruch added,  “John isn’t  just  a  vendor  he  lives  in  the  community.  I  can  tell  you from 
personal experience he gives at every opportunity.”

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION MAY 25, 2019

The year 2019 marks two momentous occasions in the Village - the 150th anniversary of Mr. 
Stewart’s land purchase and the 100th anniversary of the Community Agreement. A celebration 
will be held Saturday, May 25, 2019 (with a rain date of Sunday, May 26, 2019) on the fields at 
St. Paul’s and will include a fireworks display, food trucks, live music and more. The date is tied 
to the signing of the Community Agreement (May 19, 1919). 


