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The Board of Trustees and staff continue to work on numerous projects, including plans for the 
upcoming  budget,  the  LIRR  Third  Track  and  its  impact  on  Garden  City,  the  water  tank 
replacement project, water quality issues, personnel matters, zoning matters, the concept plan for 
the former St. Paul’s School building and the upcoming budget and other matters. We encourage 
you  to  attend  Village  Board  of  Trustees  meetings  and  meetings  of  your  Property  Owners’ 
Associations. Meetings of the Property Owners’ Associations are held almost every month – 
please check their respective websites.

SPORTS FACILITY ADVISORY AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS IN MARCH

On Wednesday, March 13 at 7:15 p.m. at Cluett Hall, the Property Owners’ Associations (POAs) 
will hold a joint POA meeting with Sports Facility Advisory (SFA) regarding the St. Paul’s 
project. All residents of the Village are encouraged to attend.

SFA will make a presentation. A question and answer session will follow. In addition to 
representatives from SFA, Village representatives will be available to assist with the discussion. 
The primary objective of this meeting is to receive input from residents on appropriate uses of 
the facility within the proposed project. This is the first step in determining what we as a 
community can do with St. Paul’s, if something gets built. To read more about the proposed St. 
Paul’s project, visit the Village’s website at www.gardencityny.net and select the “St. Paul’s” 
tab.

SFA is available on March 13, 14 and the morning of March 15. We are requesting that the 
boards or representatives of other groups such as Centennial Soccer,  GCAA Baseball,  Rams 
Football  and GC Lacrosse, dance and performance groups and other groups that use Village 
facilities coordinate with us to meet with SFA during those days. We understand that people are 
busy with work, family and other commitments but appreciate the chance to interact with SFA 
on  this  possible  project.  Again,  the  purpose  of  the  meetings  is  to  gather  input;  no  one  is 
committing any endorsement or recommendation for the project by meeting with SFA. We have 
also requested that the Garden City School District meet with SFA as well.

IMPORTANCE OF CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS
On February 21, one man was killed and his wife hospitalized in an apparent carbon monoxide 
incident  in  Melville.  Firefighters  found the  gas  leak  in  a  basement  hot  water  heater,  where 
authorities suspect a loose fitting PVC pipe on the heating exhaust system became disassembled 
filling the house with carbon monoxide. Here are some important safety tips from the Garden 
City Fire Department for you to keep your home and family safe:

• Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas that often goes undetected, striking victims 
caught off guard or in their sleep.
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• This "silent killer" is produced by burning fuel in cars or trucks, small engines, stoves, 
lanterns,  grills,  fireplaces,  gas  ranges,  portable  generators  or  furnaces.  When the  gas 
builds  up  in  enclosed  spaces,  people  or  animals  who  breathe  it  can  be  poisoned. 
Ventilation does not guarantee safety.

• CO  Alarms  must  be  installed  in  ALL  NEW  AND  EXISTING  one  and  two-family 
dwellings, multifamily dwellings and rentals having any fuel-burning appliance, system 
or attached garage.

• The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) recommends CO Alarms be installed in 
a central location outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home.

• Never ignore a carbon monoxide alarm, and do not try to find the source of the gas. 
Instead, follow these steps:

** Immediately move outside to fresh air
** Call emergency services, fire department or 911
** Do a head count to check that all persons are accounted for
**  Do  not  re-enter  the  premises  until  emergency  responders  have  given  you 

permission

POLICE PROMOTIONS

Trustee Mark Hyer, as appointed member of the Board of Police Commissioners, administered 
the  oaths  of  office  to  Lieutenant  Kevin  Jacobsen  and  Sergeant  Keith  Wehr  during  a  brief 
ceremony in the Village Hall Board Room February 26, 2019.

Lieutenant Jacobsen was hired by the Garden City Police Department in June 1989. He worked 
in the Patrol Unit and was assigned to the Tactical Unit in June 1998. While assigned to the 
Tactical Unit he became certified in radar and laser speed enforcement, as well as truck weight 
enforcement.  He was promoted to Sergeant in July 2008. Due to his prior EMS experience, 
(EMT Critical Care since 1987), he has been assigned as the Department and Village’s AED 
coordinator, NARCAN coordinator and liaison to the NYU Ambulances as well as the NCPD 
ambulances.

Sergeant Wehr joined the Garden City Police Department in 1997 as a Police Aide. He was hired 
as a Police Officer to the MTA police and subsequently returned to Garden City as a Police 
Officer in January 2007. One of the highlights of his return was being able to work next to his 
father, Police Officer Everett Wehr, who worked for the Department for 38 years. During his 
tenure with this Department, Sergeant Wehr has received numerous awards including the Nassau 
County Police Chiefs Distinguished Service Award, Mothers Against Drunk Driving Award and 
the Town of Hempstead Award (twice).

TRESPASSING, ATTEMPTED LARCENY ARRESTS IN THE EAST

Garden City Police beefed up patrols in the East to help nab two teens from Hempstead for 
attempted larceny and trespassing. During the early morning hours of February 21, two male 
subjects wearing hooded sweatshirts entered an unlocked vehicle in a residential driveway and 
removed a garage door opener which they then used to open the garage, according to police 
reports. They entered the garage and were found standing next to a car by the homeowner. The 
subjects fled from the scene. In addition, a vehicle parked at a nearby residence was reported 



stolen. The keys were apparently left inside the vehicle. The vehicle was located the following 
day  parked  on  a  street  in  Hempstead  and  is  being  checked  for  fingerprints.  The  Police 
Department assigned additional units to monitor this area, which resulted in the arrest of a 16-
year-old juvenile and a 17-year-old, both from Hempstead, at 3:00 a.m. on February 23. The 
teens were charged with attempted larceny from a vehicle on Garden Street and trespass. Garden 
City Police previously arrested the juvenile in 2017 for larceny.

The Police Department is very appreciative of the assistance they have received recently from 
residents  in  their  investigations  of  vehicle  thefts,  receiving  numerous  video  feeds  from 
neighbors, as well as phone calls when they see or hear suspicious activity. Commissioner Ken 
Jackson states, "Vehicle crimes are very difficult to detect and often these types of crimes are 
solved with the help of alert residents. In addition, residents are encouraged to lock their cars and 
not leave garage door openers, car keys, house keys or any other valuable device inside.”

The Village of Garden City, through the Board of Trustees, its administration and Police Force, 
is continuously working to deter and  prevent criminal activity. Mayor Brian Daughney urges 
residents to assist the Police in these efforts. “When crimes such as burglary and larceny are 
attempted or occur, we do our utmost to catch the perpetrators. We cannot stop all crime, but this 
Village does an excellent job of preventing crime and the statistics bear this out,” he said.

Mayor  Daughney  added,  “Most  crimes  that   occur  in  Garden  City  are  crimes  of 
convenience. Residents in this day and age still continue to leave their cars unlocked and the 
keys in the car. They leave their home doors and windows unlocked or don't turn on their alarms. 
Lock your cars. Don't leave your keys in your cars and lock the doors to your home and keep 
windows locked. Turn on your burglar alarms when you are away and when you are home. Buy 
an alarm system if you do not have one. These are common sense precautions, yet we continually 
have residents who don't take these simple steps. This must be a team effort - even if we double 
the size of our police force - we can never completely stop all crime. We can, however, make it 
difficult and even less likely.”

FIELD 2 RENOVATIONS UNDERWAY

Community Park, one of the Village’s flagship recreational facilities, continues to undergo major 
upgrades with the full renovation of Field 2 now underway. To date, excavation of the infield is 
nearly complete and upgrades to field lighting began this week. This baseball/softball field will 
be fully renovated with a new artificial turf infield, new dugouts, natural outfield grass and new 
lighting.  The  artificial  infield  will  allow  for  more  playing  time,  especially  after  inclement 
weather,  and less  maintenance.  “Weather  permitting,  we still  anticipate completion by Little 
League  Opening  Day in  April,”  Kevin  Ocker,  chairman of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Cultural and Recreational Affairs, said. To view photos of the ongoing progress, visit the Village 
website at www.gardencityny.net.

MOODY’S: GARDEN CITY’S CREDIT POSITION IS OUTSTANDING

Moody’s Investors Service has published its annual report on Garden City. This report provides 
investors  with  information  on  key  metrics,  including  financial,  demographic  and  economic 
factors that encompass the overall credit rating.  According to Moody’s, Garden City’s credit 



position  is  outstanding  and  its  Aaa  rating  far  exceeds  the  median  rating  of  Aa3  for  cities 
nationwide.

Notable credit factors include a robust financial position, a very strong wealth and income profile 
and a considerable tax base, the report states, adding that the rating also reflects an exceptionally 
light debt burden and a moderate pension liability. 

The Village has a robust financial position, according to the report. Garden City's cash balance as 
a  percent  of  operating revenues (33.7 percent)  approximates the U.S.  median,  and increased 
significantly from 2014 to 2018. Fund balance as a percent of operating revenues (27.9 percent) 
is a little weaker than the U.S. median. To read the entire report, visit www.gardencityny.net.
 
POTHOLE REPAIR

Pothole repair is ongoing. Roving crews are addressing problem areas that the Department of 
Public Works is aware of and responding to calls from residents for specific issues. If a resident 
wants to alert the Department to a pothole, please call the DPW Yard at 465-4031/4032. Thank 
you.

BUDGET SESSIONS

The  Board  of  Trustees  will  be  conducting  work  sessions  to  review  the  proposed  2019/20 
Operating/Capital Budgets on:
 
Budget  Session  1:   Thursday,  March  7  –  Budget  Overview,  Building,  Police  and  Fire 
Departments Operating and Capital Budgets 

Budget Session 2: Tuesday, March 12 – Recreation, Pool & Tennis, Administration, Finance 
and Other General Departments Operating and Capital Budgets

Budget Session 3: Thursday, March 21 – Library, DPW and Water Departments Operating and 
Capital Budgets

Budget Session 4: Wednesday, March 27 (if needed), Presentation of Changes/Final Budget

Adoption of Budget: Monday, April 8, 2019 at 8:00 p.m.

All work sessions will be held 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the Village Hall Board Room, unless 
otherwise noted.


