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LOCAL L AW NO. 1 OF 2024

A Loc al Law to est abli sh a tempor ary mor ato rium on the filing of a n appli cati on,
acc eptanc e, app roval and /or iss uance of buil ding p ermits by Vill age Boa rds or Comm iss ions, staff
members and of ficials fo r cert ain retail uses in  the  Vill age of Ga rden Cit y.

BE IT ENACTE D BY THE VILL AGE OF GARDEN CITY BOAR D OF TRUS TEES AS
FOL LOWS :

S ection 1.        Title  an d  Authority  –  This  Local  Law  shall  be  k nown  as  the  Vill age  of  Garden
Cit y Temporary Moratori um Law.  It i s adopted pu rsuant t o Municipal  Home Rule Law §10.

S ection 2.       Purp ose – The Vill age Board has signi ficant c oncerns r egarding the p otential
im pacts of c ertain typ es of retail establis hments in the Vill age. The Vill ag e Board b eli eves th at a
temporary moratorium o n these types of retail use s is necessary in order to all ow the Vill age Board
ti me to study and review the potential im pacts of these retail uses on the c haract er of the Vill age
and, if appropriat e, to r ev ise the Vill age ’s zoning c ode to prohibit and/or reg ulate such retail uses.

As a mor atorium, t his Local La w is a Type II A cti on under the S tate Enviro nmental
Quali ty R eview Act r egu lations and is not subject t o further environm ental  review.

S ection 3.       Definition s – As used in thi s Local L aw, the following terms shall h ave the
meanings indi cated.

A.   ADULT US E ESTABL ISHMENTS

(1)  ADULT ARCADE
A business enterprise tha t offers or maintains one or more adult  video viewing booths.

(2)  ADULT BOOKS TORE  or ADULT V IDEO S TO RE
An establi shment that s el ls, as a subst anti al or signi ficant portion o f it s sto ck -in-trad e,
adult materials such as books, magazines, oth er periodic als, films , slide s, and
videotapes which a re ch a racte rized by their emph a sis on the description or depiction of
specified an atom ical ar ea s or specified s exual acti vit ies.

(3)  ADULT CABARET
A business enterprise th at regularly features or offers to the publi c, cus tom ers or
members topl ess or bott oml ess dance rs, strippers, male or female im person ators, exoti c
dancers, o r ot her sim il ar entertainment and whic h establis hment is not custom arily
open to t he publi c but ex cludes any mi nor by reas on of age.

(4)  ADULT RETA IL STOR E
A business enterprise that sell s sexuall y oriented materials, including lingerie and
leather goods that are ma rketed in a context that suggests their connecti on with sexual
acti vit ies.
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(5)  ADULT THEA TER
A theate r that custom aril y prese nts m oti on picture s, film or vid eotapes or sl ides and is
not open to the public ge nerall y but excludes  any  mi nor by reason of  age.

(6)  BODY RUB ES TABLIS HMENT
Any establis hment where sexuall y oriented body rubs are admi nist ered for pay,
including, but not li mi ted to body rub parlo rs, s auna b aths and steam b aths. This
definiti on shall exclude a hospital, nursing home, or medical cli ni c, or the office of a
duly li censed physician, surgeon, chiropracto r, osteopath, or physical therapist or
occupati onal the rapist s, or barb ershop, be auty sa lon or spa. This definiti o n shall also
exclude h ealt h clubs tha t have facil it ies fo r phys ical exe rcis e such as ten nis courts,
racquetb all courts, or ex ercise rooms, and that d o not receive their p rima ry sourc e o f
revenue through the admi nist ering of body rubs, as well as those indi viduals holdi ng
New York S tate D epartm ent of Educati on li censes as masseuse or masseu r, in addit ion,
thi s definiti on will all also exclude barb ershops, beauty parlors, salons an d spas that
offer massag e of feet, ne c ks, heads, shoulders and faces in conjunction with haircutt ing
and beauty t reatm ent ser vices.

B .   BODY PIERC IN G AND  TAT TOO PARLORS 

(1)  BODY PIERC IN G PARLOR

Any  private  or  publi c  b usiness,  store  or  establis hment  that  provides  the  service  o f
piercing the hum an body, excludi ng e ar pi ercing, t hrough the use of any pie r cing device
or method.

(2)  TATTOO PARLOR
Any private o r publi c es tablishment, store or busi ness which provid es as a ll or part of
it s business the appli cati on of tattoos on the hum an body through the inj e cti on of dye
by needle or other metho ds so as to form indelibl e marks, figures o r d esign, excludi ng
permanent makeup. A tattoo parlor also includes a ny establis hment, store or business
that provides indelibl e m arks or figures to the human body through produ cti on of sca rs.

C .   VAP E SHOP S , S MOKE SHOP S ,  HOOKAH, VA P E AND SMOKE LOU NGES

(1)  ELECTRON IC N ICOT INE DEL IVERY SYS TE M

Any   electronic   d evice   composed   of   a   mout hp iece,   he ati ng   element,   batt ery   and
electronic cir cuit s that provide a vapor of li quid nicotine, to the user as he or she
sim ulates smoking. This term shall include such d e vices whethe r they a re ma nufactur ed
as e-cig arett es, e-cig ars, e-pipes or und er any o ther product n ame. This term shall
include the component parts designed for such syst ems, including but not li mi ted to,
li quid nicotine and other e-li quids, glass or plastic vials containing e-li quid, cartridges,
atom i zers,  batt eri es,  ca rtomizers  and  cle aromiz er s,  digi tal  displ ays/l ights  that  adjust
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sett ing, tank syst ems, drip ti ps, flavoring for electronic nicotine deli very syst ems and
programm able softw are.

(2)  VAP E OR S MOKE S HOP
Any facil it y or loc ati on whose business o p erati on s, whether as it s primary use or as an
ancil lary us e, includes the smoking or s ell ing of e lectronic nicotine deli ver y syst ems,
hookahs or such other vaping paraphern ali a, vapo rs, e-li quids, or other substances that
are smoked through an electronic nicotine deli ve ry syst em or any related pro duct s such
as hookahs, wate r pipes,  bongs, shi shas, narghiles or any simi lar device.

(3)  HOOKAH L OUNGES ,  VAP E OR S MOKE LOUNGES
Any facil it y or locati on whose business operati o n includes the on -sit e indoor smoking
of electronic ciga rett es, vape pens, vapors, and pipes, as defined herein, e -li quids, or
marij uana d erivati ves. “S moki ng” includes th e inhalati on o f the smoke/e -li quid
nicotine/vapors w ater p ipe tobac co and other subst ances enc ased in e lect ronic
cigarett es,    vape   pens,    vapors,   and   pip es    comm only   known   as   hookah,
waterpipe, bong, shis ha  a nd narghile or any simi la r device.

S ection 4. S cop e of Morato riu m

A.  This moratorium prohibits the filing of an appli cat ion, acc eptanc e, app roval and iss uan ce
of any and all appli cati ons for rezoning, specia l and condit ional us e pe rmits , sit e plan
review, amended sit e pl an revi ew, sit e plan w aivers, alt e rati ons or exte nsions of pre -
exist ing non-conformi ng uses, subdivisi on approva l, use variances, and/or buil ding permits
for uses de fined in S ecti on 3  hereof, o r uses de eme d simi lar thereto.

B .  Notwithstanding the prov isi ons of any other lo cal l aw or resolut ion, during t he durati on of
thi s moratorium:

(1) The Vill age Board, P lanning Board, Zoning Board of Appe als or A rchit ectura l
Design Review Boa rd s hall not acc ept or appro ve any do cument, appli c ati on or
request for reli ef or app ro vals for certain retail uses , as set forth in S ecti on 3 hereof,
for which thi s  moratoriu m has been im posed; and

(2) Vill age staff memb ers a nd o fficials, including the Buil ding Inspe ctor , s hall not
iss ue any permit and sh all not acc ept or app rov e any docum ent, appli ca ti on or
request for the iss uance of any permits or document for any retail use that would
require any approval r ef erred to in thi s Local La w where su ch approv al was not
granted prior to the  eff ect ive date of thi s Local L a w.

(3) This moratorium shall apply whether or not the ap pli cati on at iss ue has bee n filed
with the Vill age and wh ether or not r eview o f the appli cati on pro cess has begun.
Any expirati on d ates o r other d eadli ne sh all be tol led during the perio d of thi s
moratorium with respect  to applicati ons delayed b y thi s moratorium.
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S ection 5. Duration  of Morato riu m

This moratorium shall be im posed for a period comm encing on the effecti ve date
of thi s Local Law and c onti nuing unti l June 28, 2024 and may be exten ded by Vill age Board
resolut ions(s) for two ad dit ional three (3) mont h ti me periods or for such addit ional periods that
are r easonabl e in scope  a nd durati on.

S ection 6. Effectiv e Date

This  Local  Law  shall  tak e  eff ect  im mediately  upon  filing  in  the  office  of  the  New
York S ecr etary of State i n accord anc e with t he M unicipal Home Rule Law .




