
Garden City Board of Trustees Action: October 20, 2016
The Garden City Board of Trustees, with the exception of Deputy Mayor Brian Daughney, who was 
absent, convened at a regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. and 
took the following action:

Public Hearing-Change of Office for Village Clerk: Trustees held a public hearing on a 
proposed local law to adopt Chapter 8 of the Village Code regarding the change of office to one 
year for the Village Clerk. This local law conforms with the rest of the Village as all department 
heads have a one-year term. After no discussion amongst the Board, and hearing from one resident 
in the audience, Trustees adopted the local law by a 7-0 vote. Copies of the local law were made 
available to the public on the Village's website and at the meeting.

Public Hearing-Brush, Grass and Weeds: Trustees held a public hearing on a proposed 
local law to amend Chapter 63 of the Village Code concerning brush, grass and weeds. A technical 
amendment was made to the Village's existing ordinance to designate an enforcement agent. After 
no discussion amongst the Board, and hearing from one resident in the audience, Trustees adopted 
the local law by a 7-0 vote. Copies of the proposed local law were made available to the public on 
the Village's website and at the meeting.

Public Hearing-Growth and Maintenance of Bamboo: Trustees held a public hearing 
on a proposed local law to amend Chapter 61 of the Village Code concerning the growing and 
maintenance of bamboo on properties in the Village. An amendment was made to the Village's 
existing ordinance regarding noncompliance. Specifically, the amendment clarifies that the Village’s 
authority, in its discretion, to enter upon an affected property and the property which is the source of 
the bamboo and remove all bamboo from the site. The cost of such removal, plus 50 percent for 
supervision and administration, shall be charged to the owner(s) of the bamboo property owner's 
property. Trustees adopted the local law by a 7-0 vote. Copies of the proposed local law were made 
available to the public on the Village's website and at the meeting.

Public Hearing-Wireless Telecommunications Projects: Trustees held a public hearing 
on a proposed local law to amend Chapter 185 of the Village Code regarding wireless 
telecommunications projects. According to Village Counsel Peter Bee, the amendments were 
primarily technical in nature and are expected to strengthen the law against any possible legal 
challenge. The Board is still awaiting comments from the Nassau County Planning Commission. 
This public hearing will remain open and be continued at the next Board of Trustees meeting 
November 3. Copies of the proposed local law were made available to the public on the Village's 
website and at the meeting.

Public Hearing-Amend Zoning Code: Trustees held a public hearing on a proposed local 
law to amend the zoning code to permit a hotel use in the Commercial “CR” Zone so as to allow the 
construction of a Marriott Residence Inn and related improvements. A joint venture between OTO 
Properties and Simon Properties seeks to build the hotel on a 5.92 acre parcel on the west side of 
Ring Road. Hotels are currently not a permitted use within the district. After discussion amongst the 
Board and hearing from several audience members, Trustees took no action at this time. This public 
hearing will remain open until the full SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review) process is 
complete. Copies of the proposed local law were made available to the public on the Village's 
website and at the meeting and are now available at the Garden City Public Library.



Approval of Minutes
The Board approved the minutes of the October 6, 2016 meeting.

Treasurer's Report
Village Treasurer Irene Woo provided the Treasurer’s Report, which the Board approved. Report 
highlights include:

⁃ As of September 30, 2016, the Village’s cash balance totaled $43,874,000. Money 
market accounts have a balance of $10,351,000.

⁃ General Fund operating expenses are 5 percent favorable to the year-to-date 
budget and General Fund operating revenues are $215,000 favorable to the year-
to-date budget.

Formal Agenda

Appointment:
⁃ The Board appointed Nicholas Rigano to fill the expired term of Christopher Gorman on the 

Environmental Advisory Board, for a term to expire April 6, 2020.

Proposed Local Law:
⁃ The Board set the date of November 3, 2016 for a public hearing to consider a proposed 

local law to amend  Chapter 197 of the Village Code (Water) regarding backflow fines and 
penalties.

Consent Calendar

Finance

Invoice Payments:
⁃ $7,892.50 to Bee Ready Fishbein Hatter & Donovan, LLP, 17 for reimbursement of a 

consulting services invoice for Robert A. Benrubi through September 30, 2016 with regard 
to Fair Housing Compliance.

⁃ $13,303.75 to Reynolds, Caronia, Gianelli & LaPinta, P.C. (Anthony LaPinta, Fair Housing 
Compliance Officer) for professional services rendered September 1-30, 2016 with respect 
to legal issues as the Fair Housing Compliance Officer with regard to MHANY 
Management Inc. and the ACORN litigation. This includes services rendered by Professor 
Nolon with regard to MHANY Management, Inc. and the ACORN litigation.

⁃ $523.12 to Jones Day relating to the rehearing petition in the MHANY Management, Inc. 
and the ACORN petition for the period through August 31, 2016.

⁃ $11,000 to Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC for work done August 1-31, 2016 with respect 
to legal services for general labor matters.



⁃ $7,110 to Meyer, Suozzi, English & Klein, P.C. for legal services rendered through 
September 30, 2016 to provide legal expertise for zoning change applications.

Sick Leave

⁃ The Board approved sick leave for one employee in the Public Works Department.

Public Works

Engagement of Paving Contractor: 
⁃ The Board engaged the services of Pratt Brothers, Inc. for $425,622.18 for the paving of the 

water main streets on Magnolia Street, Fourth Street and Carteret Place. Trustees authorized 
to pay this from the bond that was approved for paving.

Additional Contract Work:
⁃ The Board approved $11,635 in additional contract work on the gas pump replacement at 

the Village Yard. Island Pump and Tank will perform the work. The original project called 
for a partial replacement of the concrete mat but after a field meeting it was determined that 
a complete replacement would have a better result. In addition, extra work was required in 
the placement of two manholes over the existing tank due to the shifting of the fill area for 
the gas tanks.

Police

Seminar:
⁃ The Board approved the attendance of Detective Madden at a seminar entitled, “Day of 

Training - Responding to Sexual Assault,” to be held by the New York State Police Campus 
Sexual Assault Victims Unit on October 28, 2016 in Schenectady, New York for $500. Due 
to changes in mandates by the State of New York and the Federal Government (Title IX) 
regarding campus sex assault investigations, this training will assist the Garden City Police 
Department in sexual assault investigations and the proper handling and care of victims.  
Although this seminar is free, it requires an overnight stay in a hotel because Detective 
Madden needs two days to complete this assignment.

Recreation

REMOVED: St. Paul’s Recreation Complex Parking Improvements:
⁃ Deputy Mayor Richard Silver made a motion to remove the following item from the agenda: 

The expansion of parking at the St. Paul’s Complex ($76,250) will add a total of fifty-three 
(53) new parking spaces that will improve parking conditions during normal use demands in 
the fall and spring as well as on tournament days during the summer. As part of the new 
plan, five (5) of the fifty-three (53) new parking spaces will be installed just to the left of the 
Cluett Hall entrance, two (2) of these spaces will be designated for handicapped use.  
Construction will require the removal of one (1) 18" caliper spruce tree that will be replaced 
with two (2) new trees to be located just to the north of these new parking space.

Conference:



⁃ The Board approved the attendance of Department of Recreation and Parks employee Tom 
McGerty to the Cortland Recreation Conference to be held November 3-4, 2016 on the 
campus of SUNY Cortland for a total of $229.60. Mr. McGerty was invited to present a 
session on “Social Media and You.” This two-day conference affords a broad range of 
current topics facing recreation leaders today and offers opportunities for discussion 
workshops on current trends, marketing programs and developing sponsorships.

Fire

Professional Services:
⁃ The Board approved a three-year contract with Island Occupational Resources, P.C. for the 

period October 20, 2016 through October 19, 2019 for a total cost not to exceed $46,850 to 
perform annual medical examinations in order to certify all career and volunteer personnel 
of the Garden City Fire Department are medically capable to safely perform essential job 
tasks.

Bid Awards

Electric Grinder:
⁃ The Board awarded the bid to Bensin Contracting, Inc., low bidder, for a total cost of 

$94,400 to furnish and install an electric grinder at the Cedar Valley Pump Station. Two 
vendors were invited to bid; three bids were received.

Permits

Solicitations:
⁃ The Board granted the Garden City Fire Department's request to solicit throughout the 

Village for their annual house-to-house fund drive November 1-30, 2016 during the 
following times: Mondays-Fridays 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.

⁃ The Board granted Cub Scout Pack 55's request to sell wreaths and poinsettias door-to-door 
beginning October 21, 2016 through November 19, 2016 during the following times: 
Mondays-Fridays 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Invited Call 
Backs only between the hours of 8:00 and 9:00 p.m.

Parking Field Closure:
⁃ The Board granted Lord & Taylor's request to close Parking Field 11 behind their store on 

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for a VIP Reception to 
celebrate the reopening of the completely renovated Lord & Taylor store. This is subject to 
the review by Village Counsel, Village Police Department, receipt of the required insurance 
certificates and the reimbursement of any fees to the Village, if any.

Tree Lightings:
⁃ The Board granted a request by Dennis Donnelly, executive director of the Garden City 

Chamber of Commerce, to allow the Chamber of Commerce to host their 62nd Annual 
Village Tree Lighting on Sunday, December 4, 2016 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the 



Village Green.

⁃ The Board granted a request by RoseAnn Vernice, director of the Western Property Owners’ 
Association, to permit the Western Section of the Village to host a traditional tree lighting 
ceremony on Friday, December 2, 2016 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., at the south end of 
New Hyde Park Road.

Holiday Spectacular:
⁃ The Board granted a request by Dennis Donnelly, executive director of the Garden City 

Chamber of Commerce, to hold the 2nd Annual Holiday Spectacular on Friday, December 
16, 2016 and to close Seventh Street between Franklin to Hilton Avenues between the hours 
of 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The Chamber of Commerce would also like to conduct their 2nd 
Annual Adopt-a-Light Pole on Seventh Street. There is no cost to the Village for this 
program and the Chamber will be responsible for the cleanup and removal of all 
decorations.  The proceeds will go to charities.

On-Street Parking:
⁃ The Board granted on-street parking to a Franklin Court East resident.

Gasoline Contract With Adelphi University:
⁃ After suspending the rules, Trustee Stephen Makrinos made a motion to add the following 

item to the agenda: the approval of a contract with Adelphi University for the purchase of 
gasoline for Village police and fire vehicles. The Village’s gasoline tanks are temporarily out 
of commission and it is projected they will continue to be unavailable until approximately 
November 30. The Village has an inter-municipal arrangement with the Village of Mineola 
to secure gasoline in the meantime; however, those tanks are only available during the day 
and police and fire vehicles sometimes need refueling after hours. Adelphi offered to make 
its tanks available to the Village at a price of $1.55 per gallon, which is within one penny per 
gallon of the Mineola price. The projected total cost is under $12,000. By a 7-0 vote, the 
Board approved the contract.

Contract With Dr. Lee Kupersmith
⁃ After suspending the rules, Trustee Stephen Makrinos made a motion to add the following 

item to the agenda: the approval of a contract with Dr. Lee Kupersmith. As the Board is 
aware, the Village is involved in a NYS PERB proceeding involving one of the officers in 
the Police Department and the testimony of Dr. Kupersmith is essential to that proceeding.  
In order for Dr. Kupersmith to reserve the time on the scheduled hearing date of November 
4, 2016, it is necessary for the Village to enter into an agreement with him for that purpose.  
The contract is for the total sum of $8,000. The Board voted 7-0 to approve the agreement 
with Dr. Kupersmith.

Executive Session

⁃ The Board entered into an executive session to discuss a matter of personnel and to seek 
opinion of counsel.

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 3, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. at Village Hall.


